Clearing and Snagging (ft)

Dafinition

Remaving snags, drills, or olher obslructions from
a channel,

Scope

This standard applies to the clearing of trees and
brush and the removal of sedimeni bars, drifts,
logs. snags, boulders, piling, pers, headwalis,
debris, and other obstructions {rom the flow area of
a natural or excavated channel I also applies o
selective snaggimg. which 5 the selective remaoval
of obstructions from the channel and streambanks
10 increace i1s capacily to carry water

Purpose

To increase \he Now capacity of a channel by im-
proving i1s flow characteristics, lo prevent bank efc-
sion by eddies. 1o reduce the torming of bars: and to
minimize blockages by cebris and ics

Special attenhion shall be given 0 restonng.
mainiaining or iImproving lanoscape resources and
hablial tor lish ang wildhie, where apphcable
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Conditions where practice applies

Any channel or loodway where the removal ol
trees, brush, and other obstructions is needed to
accomplish one or mare of the listed purposes. 1t
clearing and snagging are hikely lo result in channel
grosion, impairment to the landscape resource
gualily, or impairmean! (o hatilal tor tish and
wildlite, either the clearing and snagging shall not
be done or practices lo minimize such damages
shall be applied concurrently with the cleanng and
snagging.

Design criteria

The capacity of the channel, both belore and after
improvement, shall be determined by use of Man-
ning's Formula, using applicable values ol the ra.
lardanca laclor "n,'” for both conditions. The value
of "n" used to determine channel capacity after im-
pravemant shall rellect the degrea of maintenance
expected in fulure years,

The area to be cleared and snagged shall include
the penimeter of the channal, the flow area of the
floodway, or both, Adjacen! trees or other objects
that may fall into the channel shall also be in-
cluded Clearing and snagging may be specified for
aother argas, including berms, lar use as lemporary
disposal areas or travelwaye, or for planned conser:
valion uses

Channel stability shall nol be Impalred by clear.
ing and snagging. The crilena for delermining chan.
nel stability 10 open channels (582) shall be com-
plied with, The aftect of removing abstructions on
downsiream reaches shall be considered.

Plans and spacilications

Blans and specifications for clegring and snagging
shall be in keeping wilh this standard and shall de-
scribe the requirements for applying the practice to
achigve itz intended purpose.
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Clearing znd Snagging, 32K-2
Clearing and Snagging Speclfications

All trees, stumps, and brush 1o be removed wilhin
lhe perimeter of the channe! shall be cut as close 1o
the ground as the culling tools permit. If other
areas are to be cleared, the trees, brush, and other
woody vegelation shall ba cut within the mazimum
distance above the ground level specified.

Traes shall be felled in such a manner as to avoid
damage to other trees, property, and objects out-
side the imits of clearing.

Down trees, logs, drifls, boulders, debris and
olher obstructions lying wholly or partly in the
channel shall ba removed. Piling, piers, headwalls,
and sediment bars that obstruct the free flow of
waler shall be removed If 5o designated in the draw-
ings.

If herbicide treatment |s planned, the stumps and
brush in the specilied area shall be treated at the
time of clearing according to the recommendations
of the manufacturer of the herbicide specifiad or be.
ing used.

The use of explosives in all clearing and snag-
fing oparations shall be In stric! compliance with
applicable state stalutes and regulations

SCS, June 1289
Tennessee

It channals are located In cultivated areas or ir
areas of high value land, irees, logs. and all oo
bustible material resulting from the clearing ani_
snagging opsrations shall be burned. buried, or
piled In designated disposal araas as specihed, All
burning shall be performed outside the channel and
shall conform to regulations in etfect In the ared. In
olhar areas, such as woodland or rangeland, where
burning 1s prohibited, material shall be disposed of
in such a manner that il doas nal floal away or
reenier the channei, Residue from burning and non-
combustible malerial shall be buried cutside tha
channel or placed in designated disposal areas. All
buned material shall have an adequale earth cover
to permit proper land use.

Seleclive snagging. where possible, shall be per
formed primarily with hand-operated eguipment,
waler-based equipment, or small equipment used in
a manner that will minimize soll, water, and other
resource dislurbances

Measures and construction methods that en
hance lish and wildlite values shall be incorporaled
as needed and practical, Special atlention shall be
glven to visual resources, protecting and malntain:
ing key shade, lood, and den trees and to stablllza:
tion of dislurbad araas,



